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Recycling is in a crisis!  

 International processors are accepting only recycling loads with less than 1% non-recyclables. 

 Materials market prices have plummeted. 

 Many U.S. processors are going out of business. 

 Recycling loads must be cleaner to be accepted for processing and remanufacturing. 

 

 

What’s happening in West County now? 

 Recycling containers are being used for garbage–for instance: 

o Soiled diapers 

o Kitty litter and pet waste 

o Food scraps and green waste 

o Shoes, clothing 

o E-waste, Universal waste 

o Construction debris 

 Contamination levels in West County range from 15% to 45%. 

 

 

What is Republic Services doing to help eliminate recycling contamination? 

 Providing information on proper materials 

separation.  

 Conducting visual audits of recycling 

containers throughout West County.  

 Contaminated recycling containers are 

photographed. 

 Contaminated containers are “tagged” with 

notices and Service Guides listing items 

accepted in curbside collection. 

 If trash is found in residential recycling 

carts, a surcharge of $27.75 per cart may appear on your next bill. 

 

 

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP? 

 Take personal responsibility—keep trash out of your recycling containers. 

o Put materials in the right containers: 

o Place recyclables loose in the recycling container.  

o Plastic bags / thin films must be placed in a large clear plastic bag and tied off.  

o Put food soiled paper (napkins/paper food boxes) in the trash or organics 

container (if you have one). 

o Wipe or scrape food residue out of containers. 

o Keep food containers, paper and plastic Empty, Clean and Dry
TM

 

 And most of all:  NO garbage in recycling containers!  

 

 

In the meantime, if you have any questions or would like more information on  

best practices for materials separation, please call our Customer Service Office at 

 510.262-7100 or visit  www.richmondsanitaryservice.com.  

http://www.richmondsanitaryservice.com/

